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Newspaper Clips 
    May 14, 2014 

IITs defer joint counselling 
BASANT KUMAR MOHANTY 
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140514/jsp/nation/story_18340064.jsp#.U3OnjIGSw5M  

New Delhi, May 13: The Indian Institutes of Technology have again deferred joint counselling sessions with NITs, saying the software 
required to introduce the new system for admission to BTech courses was not “ready” yet. 

The government had suggested that the tech schools hold common counselling, a system aimed at eliminating the possibility of 
students blocking seats in multiple institutions, but the IITs said the software needed to be tested. 

“Any new system must be thoroughly tested before being introduced. The software for joint counselling is not ready. How can it be done 
this year?” said an IIT professor associated with the development. 

Last year, too, the HRD ministry had asked the 16 IITs to hold joint counselling sessions with the 30 National Institutes Technology. The 
Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC) had prepared the software but the IITs backed out at the last moment, saying 
there had been no trial run. 

The idea behind joint counselling was to ensure that seats didn’t remain vacant. Because of separate counselling, a candidate can get 
offers of admission from an IIT as well as an NIT. He blocks both seats and vacates one at the last moment, giving that institute hardly 
any chance to fill up that seat. Some 600 seats in NITs and 300 in IITs remained vacant last year. 

If there is joint counselling, a student will get an offer of admission from one institute — either an IIT or an NIT — and cannot block 
seats in both. 

An HRD ministry official said the IITs had set up an “expert committee” to look into the technical issues involved. “The IITs and the NITs 
use different software for counselling. On the basis of its (the committee’s) recommendations, the new software would be developed 
and tested,” the official said, adding that joint counselling might be introduced from 2015. 

NIT Goa director G.R.C. Reddy wondered if the IITs were at all interested in joint counselling. “I think their brand image would take a 
beating if... top rank holders prefer NITs to pursue their branch of choice.” 

Former NIT Delhi director Sandeep Sancheti said it shouldn’t take more than a month to “develop and validate” the software. “I think the 
problem is the mindset of IIT administrators.” 

But former IIT-JEE Advanced chairman H.C. Gupta said the software developed by the CDAC last year had not been tested. “We 
couldn’t have taken the risk. If anything went wrong, we would have taken all the blame.” 
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INDIATODAY.IN  NEW DELHI, MAY 12, 2014 | UPDATED 17:56 IST 

IIT Bombay to start open online courses from July 
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/iit-bombay-to-start-open-online-courses-from-

july/1/360341.html 

IIT Bombay (IIT-B) recently launched its first three massive open online course (MOOCs), Introduction to 

Computer Programming (part one), Thermodynamics and Introduction to Computer Programming (part 

two). While the first two courses will commence this July, the third course - Introduction to Computer 

Programming (part two) will begin in September, a daily said. 

The online courses will enable students enrolling to learn anytime, from anywhere and at a convenient 

speed. Deepak Phatak, professor, Department of Computer Science and Engineering, IIT Bombay 

infirmed that the content offered will be same but students can repeat study material or skip familiar topics 

as per convenience. 

The courses can be pursued by anyone and will be delivered through sessions grouped into several 

themes or topics. Each session will be made up of two to four 15-20 minute 'episodes.' Each episode will 

consist of a video recorded lecture of about 8-10 minutes, followed by some practice problems /quizzes. 

The content of the online course contains additional reading material/references, which the participants 

can use for greater clarity, if required. Regular interactive sessions through discussion forums, video 

conferencing and other such technologies are also included in the course content. 

Students can avail a verified certificate of achievement at the end of the course, on payment of Rs 1500. 

Students can also register for an honours code certificate or for audit free of cost for the initial offerings. 

 

1000′s declared ineligible for IIT-JEE due to JK BOSE winter 

session 
http://www.kashmir-today.net/1000s-declared-ineligible-for-iit-jee-due-to-jk-bose-winter-session/ 

Srinagar: Coaching Centres Association (CCA) of Kashmir has condemned the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) 

for shattering the dreams of thousands of hardworking Kashmiri students by declaring them ineligible for prestigious Indian Institute 

of Technology Joint Entrance Examination (IIT-JEE) due to state board’s winter session. 

The association demanded that the state government immediately take up the issue with central government to save the career of these 

students. “Kashmir follows the winter session as against the summer session adopted by schools in other parts of India,” said G N Var 

chairman CCA. “Every student can appear in JEE twice immediately after their 10+2 exams. But when Kashmiris apply for their 

second attempt, MHRD declares them ineligible by recognizing it as their third attempt.” 

The association said that MHRD needs to know that Kashmir’s November 2013 session is equal to New Delhi’s May 2014 session. 

“This faulty rejection is shattering the dreams of tens of thousands of students as it has become a routine every year,” said Var. “Infact 

this is one of the reasons that Kashmiri students are unable to crack JEE.” 

The association termed it as a dangerous trend as Kashmir is being devoid of high caliber professional engineers. “Our students have 

done wonders in IAS, but here they are being discriminated due to a technical glitch,” said Var. “They are unable to crack into the top 

IIT’s and even if qualify JEE they end up in some small time colleges due to low rank and they can’t appear again to improve their 

ranks.” 

The association asked the state government to look into the matter as soon as possible. “Look at our NIT Hazratbal, where Kashmiri 

students are now a minority as they are unable to crack JEE,” said Var. “The state government should take up the matter with MHRD 
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for inclusion of a clause wherein Kashmir’s winter session is treated at par with Central board of School Education’s summer 

session.” 
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